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*Special thanks to Dan Berard and Andrea Hollenbeck for their collaboration in starting our placement night format. *
Fundamental Belief:  
Every child has unique physical traits that will lead them to success on certain instruments. It is the music teacher’s job to have a process to guide students to these instruments





Features: Every child plays every instrument available to them in beginning band to see which instruments they have a physical aptitude towards.
Benefits: Students and parents are exposed to all beginning band instruments and learn through first-hand experience what each instrument sounds, looks, feels and smells like!
Results:  Student enjoyment and instrumentation!  In a typical year my instrumentation is:

Note: Our district does not start students on double reeds, bass clarinet or saxophones.  Students interested in these instruments start on flute or clarinet and then may switch to these instruments with director permission.
Kinard Middle School Quick Hitters:
1. Core Knowledge School (music required for 6th and 7th grade).
2. School of choice school with 760 students from 28 different elementary schools.
3. High performing school with high socio-economics.
4. Our goal is to have a non-competitive department amongst Band, Choir and Orchestra.  Our numbers reflect this well: 240 Band students, 240 Choir Students, 160 Orchestra Students.
5. Poudre School District holds a three week summer music program to teach beginners how to play and care for their instruments (students must be placed prior to summer break).
The Format
Families go to my website and register for a time slot using a Google Doc Spreadsheet: 
[image: ]
Each time slot has up to 10 students. Students spend 13 minutes (2 minute passing periods) in each instrument room learning how to form a basic embouchure from a professional musician. After playing on mouthpieces and instruments provided by local music stores, the professional musicians score each student on their aptitude for each instrument on a scorecard:
[image: ]
While students are participating in the rotations, parents watch an informational video on beginning band, fill out a Getting to Know You Form (below), read an Instrument Selection Guide (sample below), and meet with local music stores.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]After completing the last rotation, students meet with their parents and pick their top two instruments based on their placement scores and the instrument selection guide. Families then check out with me to discuss their choices. I guide their final choice based on scores, first impressions and known instrumentation. I also get an idea of their flexibility with their second choice instrument (scorecard). In the case of horn, I ask families about their student's prior musical background and determination with challenging long term tasks. If a student is interested in percussion, I give them information on how to sign up for a percussion audition time (held a week later).
With the exception of percussion, the final decision is up to families!
Timeline:

Percussion Placement Information:
· Piano proficiency not required
· Students attend the regular placement night and the percussion audition night
· Students interested in percussion are tested on:  
1. Stick Control/ Natural Rebound of the Stick
2. Hand to Hand Coordination
3. Limb to Limb Coordination
4. Inner Pulse and Tempo
5. Keyboard (piano) Note Recognition (provided with study materials)
6. Treble and/ Bass Clef Note Recognition (provided with study materials)
· Only the top 10 scoring students are selected for percussion
· Students that do not make the percussion section play their second choice instrument from the placement nights
· 
All documents included and mentioned in this presentation are available on my band website:
https://sites.google.com/site/perezband
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8        Flutes


35 Clarinets


15 Trumpets


6        Horns


16 Trombones


2 Baritones
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¢ Howtoaddyouyourmame:
€ 1. Decide which night and time works best for your family (please note that to see both of the nights, you might need to use the scroll bars to scroll lefright, up/down)
& 2.Click on the cel of the night and time that works for you. Do not sign up on blacked out cellst ——
7 3.Type in your child's first name, last iniial and the middle school you will attend in 6th grade.
8 It
s (1335LOTS)
10 Thursday, April 5th Student 1 Student 2 Student 3 Student 4 Student 5 Student 6 Student 7 Student 8 Student 9 Studen
W
MICHAEL N

3:45 PM|(PRESTON| Gabriel F{Kinard) | Xinxin L_(Kinard} Francis D. (Kinard) [Will S. {Kinard) | James Z_ (Kinard) |Eli C. (Preston] Hannah W (Kinard) [Evan M. (Kinard) Connor
12 400 PM[Amaya G(Preston) |Danielle C (Kinard) |Garrett F_{Preston) | Jennifer J (Preston) | Thomas B (Kinard) |David G (Preston) |Erica M (Preston) |Kirsten S (Kinard) |Kyle H (Kinard) [Josh A
13 Nyambura K. Michael H Olivia Z Joshua R.

4:15 PM | Andrew H (Preston) | (Preston] (Preston) Wyatt K_(Kinard) _|Kate D (Kinard (Kinard Triston T_(Preston) | (Preston} Parker O (Kinard) _|Lydia R
14 430 PM| Garrick B (Preston) [Morgan H_(Kinard) |Cambria C (Kinard) |Jane W (Kinard) | Abby H_(Kinard) _|Haley S_(Preston) |Corey T_{Preston) [indri S_{Kinard) Donovan J_(Kinard) [Haley v
15 Stephanie “Taylor” NICO PADILLA

4:45 PM|Bailey C._ {Kinard) |C. (Kinard] Amanda K. {Kinard)|Jack H (Preston) | Joe M. (Kinard) Station C. (Kinard) |Taylor V. (Kinard) |{(PRESTON] Brielle G. (Preston) [Ethan T
16 Bharghavi C

500 PM|Cole G_(Preston) | (Kinard David A_(Preston) |Patrick G (Preston) |Hunter L {Kinard) |Calista J (Kinard) _|Marcus L (Preston) |Mason L (Preston) |James Z (Kinard) _|Mariah
7 515 PM|Mabry K_(Preston) |Bobbi M_(Kinard) |Jack C_(Preston) |Sam C_(Preston) |Bella M (Preston) |Jonathan B (Kinard)|Kara T (Preston) _|Jonathan (Jack) C_|Lincoln B_{Kinard) |Alexanc
18 CAELAN

Caroline V. Micaylon M. Warren D. CAMPBELL
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